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.. ~iA r;ez Paws 
PRICE LABORATORY SCHOOL PARENT NEWSLETTER 
Volume III , Numb er 3 March 1988 
his i&5ue is given over to celebrating the seIVice your children have done for 
others. What a pleasure to watch the enthusiasm and hard work our students 
have put into caring for others in our community. If you have seen any new 
awareness in your children as a result of their involvement in these school seIVice 
projects, I would be grateful if you would let me or their teachers know. 
We are pleased to seive your needs for a summer erni.chment program by 
announcing that the 1988 Summer School will begin June 14 at 8:30 a.m. and run 
through July 21. Four classes will be offered for enrollment, and include a full range 
of instruction from pre-kindergarten through sixth grade. Special area instmction in 
library, music, art, and swimming will again be included. Tuition will be $145 again 
this year. Brochures which include an enrollment form will be sent 
home with your child after Aprtl 1. Completed enrollment forms 
will be accepted beginning Thursday, Aprtl 21 at 7:15 a.m. 
The year 1988-89 will be a transition time in our 
kindergarten program. We will no longer offer a half-day 
program. Most students will be in every-day pro-
grams but some will be in an alternate-day pro-
gram. Complete information on the new program 
will be available at the Kindergarten Roundup held 
on Aprtl 29 at 1: 15. Nursery or kindergarten enroll-
ment forms will be accepted in the elementary office 
at any time, dated, and processed for acceptance by 
August 1. We look forward to sharing detailed infor-
mation about Uli.s program at the Aprtl 29 meeting. 




Children in preschool handicapped 
program were involved in a service proj-
ect through which they donated canned 
goods to the Cedar Valley Food Bank. 
Undertaking such a project presented 
special challenges. Our students are 
very young and have had no previous 
service project experience. Moms, dads 
and teachers provided major support 
that ensured the project's success. 
In February our students celebrated 
Valentine's Day by sharing food gifts 
with people in need. 
While the gift of food was understood 
by the adults, the teachers wanted the 
youngsters to understand too. After 
several discussions the question was 
asked, "Why did you bring the food to 
school?" One student summed it up, 
"Because some children will be hungry 
at lunch." 
During the week of April 18th UNI 
will participate in Handicap Awareness 
Week. As part of this effort a slide tape 
presentation will be running in the lobby 






Singing all the way! 
That describes exactly how the nurs-
ery-kindergarteners traveled through 
the halls of the Western Home in Decem-
ber-singing all the way! 
"Oh what fun" it was to share our 
original cards and home-made cookies 
with the residents of the home. The older 
people especially enjoyed the stationery 
that the children decorated with thumb-
print pictures. Each class spent an hour 
at the Western Home singing, visiting 
and sharing. 
Here are what some students wrote 
about the experience. 
Gloria Holmes 
Connie Rouse Xt ~\.O\(c~t0 
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When we went 
to the Western Home 
we gave them cookies 




All three of the service projects com-
pleted by first grade students reflect our 
program of reading and writing across 
the curriculum, their knowledge, gener-
osity and their entrepreneurship skills. 
In October, students offered their 
wisdom. advice and humorous com-
ments to other children by authoring 
stories on fears both real and unreal 
associated with Halloween. In a unit 
appropriately titled. "Things That Go 
Bump In The Night." students examined 
traditions of halloween, bats, skeletons. 
shadows and night sounds. Their pub-
lished books were sent to local hospitals 
and doctors' offices in our community. 
The following excerpts from their books 
highlight the conversational tone of their 
insightful writings. 
"You shouldn't be scared of skeletons; 
you have one inside of you . If you didn't 
you would be all wobbly. Same with me. 
I have one too. You know what? You 
even have a soft bone on your nose and 
your ear." "Without bones you would be 
like mashed potatoes." 
In their stories. they reassure their 
readers that night sounds can be scary 
but," If you hear a bump in the night, it 
might be a raccoon!" "A raccoon gets in 
your trash can. Raccoons are very curi-
ous." 
With humor, one boy teased, "Once 
upon a time I heard a skunk in my yard, 
I said, 'Pew you!'." 
The children were careful to dispel 
myths by informing their audience. 
"Bats do not suck blood like people think 
they do; bats don't get in your hair 
because they have radar." We hope 
these books will be enjoyed by other 
children as they sit in a doctor's waiting 
room. 
In December. first grade students 
parlayed their skills as entrepreneurs 
and consumers to raise money in the 3rd 
annual White Elephant Sale. Proceeds 
were sent to the Lollipop Concerts spon-
sored by the Waterloo, Cedar Falls 
Symphony Guild. 
The White Elephant Sale was a culmi-
nating activity in an economics unit 
which incorporated social studies and 
mathematics with reading and writing. 
For a day the hallway between the first 
grade rooms was transformed into a flea 
market. Many careful decisions were 
made as hopeful consumers first win-
dow shopped then made a list of what to 
purchase. With shopping list in hand 
and a fistful of coins, these shoppers 
enthusiastically bought gifts and 
counted their money. 
For bargain hunters, there was a final 
markdown as merchandise was gath-
ered on one table, "anything you want for 
whatever money you have left." That's a 
sale to light up any shopper's eyes. 
Our final service project was a reward-
ing experience of meeting first hand our 
pen pals from Black Hawk Elementary 
School. Before the visit. students made 
book marks with colorful yarn tassels as 
gifts. The afternoon visit was filled with 
writing, sharing, puppet shows. plays 
and treats. 
As in all service projects. both sides 
benefit. In each instance, students 
made decisions. clarified concepts, 
learned new ideas and profited from real 
life reading and writing experiences. 
Judy Finkelstein 
Lynn Moore 
SECOND AND THIRD GRADE 
BIG BOOKS FROM TI-IE HEARf 
What do a 
prince.magic 
beans, 67 second 
and third grad-
ers, three little 
pigs, Little Red 
Riding Hood, 
pre s c h oo 1 e r s 
and a bean -
stalk have in 
common? They 
are all essential 
components 
of the service 
project com-
pleted by the 
students in Unit III during the month of 
December. Each class chose a well 
known fairy tale and produced a big book 
with a very special audience in mind; the 
79 preschoolers at Lily Furgerson Child 
Development Center. 
The first step for each class was to 
retell the fairy tale in their own words. 
While students in Dr. Nielson's class 
pondered on how to describe Little Red 
Riding Hood, Mrs. Bollhoefer-Harberts 
and Mrs. Strub's class decided of what 
the first little pig built his/her house. 
Students in Mrs. Tallakson's class 
worked hard to make sure the fairy 
godmother performed the right magic 
and Mrs. McClain's students figured out 
how to help Jack escape from the giant. 
As the stories progressed so did the 
pictures in the students' minds and 
these became the illustrations that 
matched the words each class had cre-
ated. Several books were dedicated and 
of course the authors recognized. It was 
on to the AV center next. Each books' 
pages were laminated, bound and given 
a final inspection by the proud students. 
Along with the smiling faces and 
shared book experiences each pre-
schooler acquired, the service project 
had many rewards for the students in 
Unit III as well. The connections each 
child made about a sense of audience, 
writing and reading, as well as exploring 
the necessary steps to get a book pub-
lished reinforced the solid base of daily 








FUNDS FOR RONALD MCDONALD 
Clang, clatter, crash! The cans con-
tinue to stack up in the fourth grade 
classroom. Arranging them in patterns 
and stacking them in interesting ways 
has been fun, but the children also have 
a serious goal in mind. They want to 
raise money for the Ronald McDonald 
House by turning in these cans for re-
funds. When the idea originated in early 
December, the class brainstormed vari-
ous ways they could raise money and for 
what purposes. The can project was 
chosen as a way to serve a dual purpose: 
raising money for a worthy cause and 
helping clean up the environment. 
The cans have come from many 
places; the school hallways and waste-
baskets, litter along the sidewalks as the 
children walk to school, and from dona-
tions from home. So far, around $25 
(500 cans) has been raised but almost 
daily new cans are brought in. Originally 
the class intended to be finished with the 
project by February 1, but they have 
opted to have it last until the end of the 
year. So if you have any cans you want 
to donate to our project, let us know. 
Joanne Wolfe 
.. ,rJ.t"~ 
"What a cute puppy!M 
"May I take that kitty homer 
These were comments heard in our 
fourth grade room when Mr. Tom Colvin 
of the Black Hawk County Human Soci-
ety visited . In choosing a service project 
our children decided that animals 
needed help as much as people so we 
invited Mr. Colvin to talk to us. 
He explained that many people 
abandon pets along the highways and 
county roads. The Humane Society 
takes these animals in and tries to adopt 
these pets out to families. They also help 
injured animals, both wild and tame. 
These animals may have been hit by a 
car, caught in a trap or shot by a hunter. 
The Humane Society has an emergency 
number that can be used by the public. 
Mr. Colvin told us they would like the 
public to be more aware of all their needs 
and services. 
Our class made posters showing 
care of animals, emergency numbers, 
rules of pet safety or feeding of pets. 
Twenty Vet Clinics and Medical Clinics 
were contacted and the posters were 
displayed in their offices. We all hope 
you take care of your pets and help out 
the Black Hawk Humane Society either 
through volunteer work or by donations. 
The children also became aware. 
during the holiday season, of families 
who were in need of clothing or items for 
their children. Our children asked if 
they could help and collected several 
sacks of toys, games, and books for 
Operation Threshold. 




The fifth graders adopted a family 
and a senior citizen for the December 
Service Project. After writing letters to 
their families describing the activity, 
students began collecting items includ-
ing food, clothing, bedding, and toys. As 
the gifts came pouring in, they were 
placed around the classroom Christmas 
Tree. 
On Monday, December 21st, two 
elected representatives, Lissa Hoy and 
Ben Smaldino, the teachers and several 
volunteers transferred the many boxes 
into two cars. The gifts for the family 
were left at a church where a social 
worker picked them up and delivered 
them for us. The students and Mrs. 
Betterton traveled to Hudson to deliver 
the gifts to the senior citizen. When we 
arrived, the visiting nurse was there and 
helped us cany the many boxes into the 
house. After carrying everything inside. 
we visited with our elderly friend. We 
found that she used to teach school a 
long time ago. She also told us that in 
those days when a woman teacher mar-
ried she had to resign. So our friend had 
quit teaching when she married. She 
really seemed to like everything we gave 
her! 
The following are a few of the stu-
dents' reactions to this project: 
"I liked the service project because it 
made me feel good that I was helping 
needy people. Since I didn't get to deliver 
the stuff, I liked imagining what their 
expression was when they could see all 
the gifts." 
"I felt really good giving food, cloth-
ing, toys, books, etc., to our family and 
our senior citizen. Almost everybody 
helped with it. I think that was a really 
good thing to do. I thought everybody felt 
good about it. I hope we do it again 
soon." 
"I thought the service project was 
fun. We brought clothes, food, and 
much, much more. Every day we had to 
move things around to find a new place 
for it. The whole center of our room was 
full. I was amazed with some of the stuff 
people brought!" 
"If elt great about our service project 
we fifth graders did at Christmas. You 
should have seen how many things we 
gathered under our fifth grade tree! We 
had more stuff than we could fit under 
that tree! I know there are more than 
just a couple of families that are in need. 
And I am sure we fifth graders would 
have liked to help." 
"I think the service project was a real 
nice thing to do. I really felt good about 
it as soon as things started to pile up. I 
think the family and the senior citizen 
really liked it that we were doing this for 
them. When Mrs. B. said the nine year 
old girl just got a doll. I thought she 
might also like a Barbie doll and clothes. 
so I made a couple of clothes and fixed up 
a Barbie for her. I also gave her some 
sweaters." 
"I felt good because I was helping 
someone in need. And they didn't have 
as much as we did. I felt dillerent too 
because as you think deeper - what it is 
like to be needy. Or maybe how bad our 
senior citizen might feel about not being 
able to pay for most of the things that are 
needed. I guess I just felt good." 
"I thought it felt good because I was 
helping people." 
"When I helped the family I felt like I 
was making Christmas special for some-
body. When I saw all the things our class 
and the others brought. I knew 
somebody's Christmas would be much 
happier." 
"I believe the service project was 
doing something good for somebody, 
even though we don't know them. I saw 
that almost everyone brought at least 
one thing. I felt good when I came to 
school and saw almost the whole middle 
of the room full of things for them." 
"I felt sony for the kids in the world 
that can't afford to buy Christmas toys. 
So when I was giving away my stuff. I felt 
really good because then at least one 
family of kids would have a very Merry 
Christmas." 
Dave Christensen 
Maribelle H. Betterton 
and their 5th grade class 
SIXTH GRADERS 
The sixth graders are engaged in an 
interesting health unit. In the study of 
the circulatory system they are learning 
the importance of personal decision 
making. Through the use of many excel-
lent films, special resource speakers and 
experiences with animals' hearts the 
students are learning how to care for 
their hearts for life. The unit includes 
four phases of study: a review of the nine 
body systems. a study of blood, a study 
of the heart and blood vessels, and a 
study of the health risks and lifestyles 
that can cause disease as well as those 
lifestyles that prevent disease and pro-
tect the circulatory system for a life time. 
On February 18 Mrs. Penny Brown, 
a lab technician, taught us about blood 
typing and typed our blood. Mr. Chris-
tensen taught us how our hearts work. 
We dissected pig hearts and we were able 
to identify the heart chambers and im-
portant blood vessels as well as trace the 
flow of blood through the heart and into 
the body. 
The students are also preparing for 
the Renaissance Fair, April 29. They are 
working with Gretta Berghammer every 
Monday morning. In social studies they 
are researching the Renaissance period 
to help them fit the characters of the day. 
So, when you see your child gradually 
change from a twentieth century sixth 
grader to a medieval beggar you will 




In Spanish. the children continue to 
work hard and enthusiastically at devel-
oping their proficiency: they continue to 
make their teacher proud of them and 
cause some of our visitors to express a 
sense of disbelief that children are able 
to reach this level of competence so soon. 
The fifth and sixth graders are pro-
gressing very rapidly now through the 
units. This is facilitated by three factors: 
1) the knowledge base that has been 
formed by working with the language 
and the system for several years: 2) the 
fact that we have now been able to field 
test most units of NOVICIADAS and, as 
a result, to revise and improve them: and 
3) the excellent attitude they have to-
wards their second language and cul-
ture, an attitude that has been but-
tressed by the support of their parents 
and home room teachers. The result is 
that they are eager to learn and therefore 
they assimilate new vocabulary and 
structures very rapidly . . 
The video of NOVICIADAS that we 
made last year with fourth, fifth, and 
sixth graders is available for viewing. 
Just give me a call and I will be happy to 
arrange for you to see it. 
For Christmas first grade amiguitos 
were treated to a Holiday Lunch by their 
sixth grade amigos. Many new dishes 
from various Spanish-speaking coun-
tries were introduced, and joined the old 
favorites on the festal boards. The 
breaking of the pifiata provided an ap-
propriate climax. 
Our cookbook is getting larger every 
year: "mil gracias" for sharing your reci-
.. 
pes with us. 
Fifth grade amigos provided holiday 
treats and cartoons in Spanish for the 
enjoyment of their second grade amigui-
tos while the fourth grade amigos 
shared candy with Spain for their third 
grade amiguitos, and sang songs in 
Spanish. 
These occasions were enjoyed by all. 
and we are very grateful to the many 
parents that came to share them with us. 
Next on the agenda come the prepa-
rations for Foreign Language Week. This 
year we will salute the parents of our 
elementary students of Spanish as a 
Second Language. 
Argelia Hawley 
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March 19-27 ............................................... NO SCHOOL - Spring Break 
I( 
April S-& 13 ......................... NO SCHOOL - Parent/Teacher Conferences 
April 22 ...................................................... NO ELEMENTARY CI.ASSES 
Beginning Reading Conference 
April 29 ................................................. Nursery /Kindergarten Roundup 
May 3 ............................................ Elementary Orchestra/Vocal Concert 
May 12 ............................................................... Elementary Band Night 
May 27 ................................ Last Day of School; dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
